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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) P7 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The specification is objected to because on page 4, lines 9-1 1 , "1 ... flexible flat 
cable, ... 31 ... Grounding contact position" are confusing and unclear. 

2. Claims 1-7 are objected to because in claim 1, line 5, "an object" is unclear; line 
7, "characterized in that" is confusing; line 10, "there is provided" is unclear; claims 2-7, 
line 1, the terms "characterized in that" are confusing; claims 3,5, line 2, the feature " by 
cutting part of the shell upward" is confusing. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4. (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ko 
(6338652). 

Insofar as the claims can be understood, Ko, Figs. 1-6 show a connector 
comprising multiple signal-line terminals 22 spaced laterally from each other, an 
insulative housing 10,20 holding each of the terminals, and a metal shell 60 covering 
the housing and which connects multiple signal-line conductive portions 424 provided 
on one surface of an object 40 to be connected to each of the terminals and connects a 
grounding conductive portion 30,50 provided on the other surface of the object to be 
connected to the shell, the shell is formed so as to cover a top surface, a bottom surface 
and two side surfaces of the housing and provided a grounding contact portion 62 which 
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comes into contact with the grounding conductive portion of the object to be connected 
on the top-surface side or the bottom-surface side of the shell. 

As to claim 2, Ko shows the grounding contact portion 62 is formed in multiple 
places in the width direction of the shell. 

As to claims 3 and 5, Ko shows the grounding contact portion is formed by 
cutting part of the shell upward. 

As to claims 4,6 and 7, Ko shows the housing is provided with a press-fit portion 
into which part of the shell is press fitted. 

6. Yu (559), Walden, Parker, Ko (478), Narui, Huang, and Naro (444) are cited for 
disclosure of flexible cable connectors with a conductive shield. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Hien D. Vu at 
telephone number 571-272-2016. 
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